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THE MAGNIFICAT 
   “...building a society where it is easier for people to be good” 
 

The Catholic Worker Community of Ithaca, NY      Winter 2010 Newsletter 
 

    “God never closes a door 
   but she opens a window.” 

Often quoted by Peter DeMott 
 
    We write today to share the good news of the 
opening of a new Catholic Worker house here in 
Ithaca.  The house is located at 411 S. Plain Street.  D 
Adams and Heather Scott will live in the house.  
They have written up a vision for some of what we 
will be doing at the house (see Vision Statement, 
pg.2). 
    Some of us from our community had been meeting 
for many months about a Catholic Worker house and 
after Peter died, D was driving down Plain Street and 
saw this house for sale.  She was struck by the fact 
that the house had been used as a church, that it was 
for sale by the owner, and that the owners knew of 
our Catholic Worker community and were glad we 
were interested in the space.   
    D and Heather have been through quite a long and 
arduous process, and they have done an amazing job 
of stick-to-itiveness to get this beautiful house. 
    Thank you for all the support.   
In Christ’s Peace,  
The Ithaca Catholic Worker Community   
(D Adams, Danny Burns, MarkScibilia-Carver, Louie 
DeBenedette, Dan Finlay, Linda Finlay, Neil Golder, 
Clare Grady, Ellen Grady, Laurie Konwinski, Mary 
Loehr, Amy Panek, Todd Saddler, Leslie Schultz, 
Heather Scott, Jessica Stewart) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Gift of Waiting 
 D Adams 
    The closing on the sale of the house was quite a long, 
drawn out process.  Every step of the way we were faced 
with challenges.  After an initial rejection from a bank and 
many months with another bank, we finally, closed on the 
house.  Looking back on the process, I can see God’s 
timing and the gift of waiting that was given to us.   
    My mind had time to marinate on what we are called to 
do as Christians, as humans.  With faith and trust, I had 
time to see the kinks and coils of the twisted knot come 
untangled with each new obstacle.   There was time to 
pray and slowly caulk the cracks of the windows.  There 
was time to learn some plumbing tricks from Paul.  There 
was time to meet the neighbors who congregate in the 
morning sun, keeping the peace of our new block.  There 
was time to help the Chinese women, Fawn and her 
mother-in-law, who live nearby, help collect the Ginkgo 
berries from the trees that line the block. There was time 
to meet Mike, our neighbor and hear his story of sobriety 
and his upcoming baptism.  God wanted to show me these 
vignettes and  snapshots of how life could be, of the 
giving life he has in mind.   Coming from living in the 
country, life on this new block was a world that I was not 
accustomed to and God showed me the richness of it all.  
Transitioning in new places,  has always been a challenge 
for me. I kick and scream (mostly cry in empty rooms of 
the places I leave behind) but then I leave and arrive and 
slowly ease into the new experience that God has guided 
me to.  The gift of waiting has helped me see God’s Hand 
in it all. 
    I don’t know if I am radical enough to be a Catholic 
Worker, but in a world where people are afraid, maybe 
opening our door to anyone in need and trusting in God is 
enough.   I can’t really think about changing the world but 
we all have corners near us.  Maybe if we all started by 
changing our little corners into places of love and 
acceptance we could make a shift in the world.  A good 
friend Louie reminded me that all corners are sacred 
ground.  I am looking forward to the adventures of the 
house on Plain Street.  Let’s make the world a better place 
one corner at a time.    
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Thank you for whatever you can give!  
 

Ithaca Catholic Worker 
Mission Statement 

 
     The Catholic Worker Movement was started in 
1933 by Dorothy Day and Peter Maurin.  Today, 
inspired by their example, Catholic Worker 
communities around the world and here in  Ithaca 
operate houses of hospitality and communal 
farms.  We strive to live according to Jesus’ teachings 
of justice, charity and compassion.  We commit 
ourselves to the works of mercy:  caring for the sick, 
clothing the naked, feeding the hungry, visiting the 
imprisoned, sheltering the homeless, comforting the 
mourning, burying the dead.  We also confront the 
works of war, and are involved in faith-based, non-
violent actions that challenge social injustice.  An 
important part of our work is publishing a newspaper 
to help us educate agitate and organize. 
    We believe that “there is that of God in every 
person”, that all creation is interconnected and 
interdependent, and that the sacred lies in even the 
simplest acts.  We hope to do small things with great 
love, and to be instruments of God’s renewal of the 
face of the earth. 
    We believe that the transformation of the world and 
of ourselves comes about by 1) serving each other 
and our neighbors, 2) working together to build trust, 
3) studying and praying together, 4) confronting non-
violently the wrongs of our society, 5) allowing faith 
to guide our acts and 6) taking personal responsibility 
for change. 
    We meet regularly for silent meditation, communal 
prayer, sharing food, and to reflect on the teachings of 
Jesus and other teachers rooted in non-violence.  All 
are welcome to join us.  We offer shelter and support 
to people in need.  We carry out actions of public 
witness, often timed to the rhythms of the liturgical 
calendar.  
 
 

AVision for Ithaca Catholic Worker House 
D Adams, Heather Scott 
 
Our hope for the yellow house is that our whole 
community will share a sense of ownership, 
inclusion, and belonging. We’ve made a list of 
some things that could happen at the house, and 
we hope to do these activities with a prayerful 
spirit inspired by the idea of “Ora et Labora.”   
 
Mind 
Book or study groups; community information 
center (bulletin board); social teaching study; guest 
speakers; meeting space for other groups; study the 
teachings of Dorothy Day & Peter Maurin; book 
exchange center; sharing skills, e.g. canning, 
bookbinding, etc.); film series; educating ourselves 
and others; peace work and resistance 
 
Spirit 
A faith-based place of creative non-violence; 
practicing Jesus’ teachings; Bible study; 
Advent/Lent faith sharing groups; silent night for 
peaceful prayer; Taize; singing;  community 
prayer; finding ways together to do works of 
mercy; connecting with neighbors; breaking bread 
or house church (worshipping together); promoting 
will & spreading cheer; giving thanks 
 
Body 
Distribute resources to the needy (blankets/coats); 
growing/cooking/sharing healthy food; offering 
child care services; hospitality to travelers; a warm 
and safe place to be; place for meals; place for 
children to play; place to be together; place to 
make music; actively resisting war and oppression 
 
Shared Work Opportunities 
Yard & garden care; house maintenance; painting; 
fundraising; community meal prep; publicity; 
organizing activities; newsletter/Magnificat 
writing; help getting wood/food/other resources 
 
We meet every Tuesday evening at 6:00 at the 
house for soup and bread. All are welcome to join 
us. You can call D at 574/780-0206 or go to 
ithacacatholicworker.wordpress.com for more 
information. (We hope/plan to get a landline, in 
order to have a local phone number, in the coming 
months.) 
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Rememberances 
 

“It is the responsibility of each and every one of 
us to nonviolently confront our leaders who break 
the law with impunity, through their use of lies, 

deceptions and forgeries to promote and prosecute 
war,.The law should promote life and the well 

being of everyone and should preserve and protect 
the earth and its creatures.” 

Peter De Mott 
 
    Peter De Mott, a founding member of the 
Ithaca Catholic Worker died Feb.19, 2009 when 
he fell from a tree in a work related accident. 
    Peter is missed by all of us so much. We miss 
him in our circle, at the table, in the garden, at the 
vigil, at the cd action. We miss his beautiful 
voice, his calm and his centeredness. There are so 
many times that we think of things that need 
doing, and we miss him  then also, as he was 
always ready to do the work with great spirit and 
great love.  We know this though, that his great 
spirit is with us and is inspiring us in so many 
beautiful ways.  Peter De Mott Presente’! 
 
 

 

 

 
The Work of Christmas 

by Howard Thurman 
 

When the star in the sky is gone, 
When the Kings and Princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their 

flocks, 
The work of Christmas begins. 

To find the lost, 
To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry 

To release the prisoner, 
To teach the nations, 
To bring Christ to all, 

To make music in the heart. 
 
 

Howard Thurman (1899 - April 10, 1981) was an 
influential American author, philosopher, 
theologian, educator and civil rights leader. He was 
Dean of Theology and the chapels at Howard 
University and Boston University for more than 
two decades, wrote 20 books, and in 1944 helped 
found the first racially integrated, multicultural 
church in the United States. 
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ACTION ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

#1 Get involved with the Anti-fracking 
  Campaign. Join the Citizens Alliance to 
  Protect NY State from exploitative gas 
  drilling.  Visit shaleshock.org. 
 
#2  United Against Hate Campaign formed in  
 response to hate messages left on the GIAC 
  answering machine in the form of racist 
 attacks against GIAC. 
 For more information visit the CW Blog 
  ithacacatholicworker.wordpress.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
#3  Syracuse Hancock Airport is the second 
  site in the US where the US military 
 "mans"  Drones.  These Drones are flying  
  over Afghanistan and Pakistan, where they  
 drop their lethal payload of bombs, on mostly  
 civilian targets.  Drones are escalating the  
 terror and bloodshed that reigns on Afghani  
 and Pakistani people and putting Syracuse on  
 the map in this international war on terror.  
 To get involved, call Ellen at 277-6932. 

#4  Vigil against War and Occupation 
 Join us each Tuesday 4-5PM at the corner in 
 front of the TC Public Library (corner of  
 Green St &Cayuga Streets.)  
 
#5  Visit Upstate prisons - Need a ride or want 
 to offer a ride for visits, contact Clare or Paul 
  at 273-6257. 
 
#6 Join the Walk for a Nuclear Free Future  
 2010. Beginning at the Seneca Nation near  
 Buffalo NY, traveling through several first  
 Nation communities in Upstate NY, coming  
 through Ithaca on March 30 and 31st, and  
 ending in NYC at the UN on May 3rd for the 
 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.  For more  
 information call Poco at 277-7442. 
 
#7  Support local farms and businesses. 
 
#8  The Tompkins County Workers’ Center  
 supports workers who are having trouble at  
 work, as well as many other efforts. There is  
 currently a campaign asking Barnes and 
 Noble and Borders to pay a living wage. Call  
 269-0409 or go to www.tclivingwage.org. 
 

Crossing paths with soldiers 
Todd Saddler 
 
Soldiers in our hotel 
Soldiers in their desert camo 
Soldiers in every airport 
Soldiers standing at the crossing 
 in front of the national cemetery 

waiting to cross over 
no one there to stop them 

Lines of soldiers stretching out  
under the trees 

 under uniform white stones. 
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Early in 2009 the parishes of Tompkins County, 
through the Covenanting Council, invited Bishop 
Clark of the Diocese of Rochester, to say a peace 
mass at Immaculate Conception Church on 
September 21st, the UN International Day of Peace, 
and the bishop graciously agreed to do so.  The 
gospel reading that day was the beatitudes.  Many 
members of the Catholic Worker community were 
surprised at how strongly the bishop downplayed 
the message of peace embodied in this gospel 
reading and Jesus' life.  This letter by Ellen Grady is 
one mother's response.  
 

 
Blessed are the peacemakers 
for they shall be called the 

children of God 
 

 
Dear Bishop Clark, 
 
    I love the photo in the Regional Life section of 
the Catholic Courier dated October 2009, where my 
daughter Saoirse is looking up to you.  The phonetic 
spelling is Searsha and it means “Freedom” in Irish. 
    You stopped to speak with Saoirse again that 
evening as you were leaving after the Peace Mass 
and I caught your attention right after you spoke 
with her.  I told you about Saoirse’s father, Peter De 
Mott, who died this past February of a work related 
accident. I also told you that Peter, who was a 
Vietnam Vet and served in both the Marines and the 
Army, served time in federal prison for his 
symbolic non-violent action against the Iraq war.  
Peter, who knew war, was very clear about what 
these wars are doing to the human family and to 
God’s beautiful creation.  He was also very clear 
that his faith in God, and Jesus’ call to love our 
enemy, called him and all believers in Christ to 
speak out against war and violence. 
    Peter joined the Marines as a young man who 
believed he was serving both God and Country.  He 
never heard anything different.  Not from his 
teachers, not from his Church.  And so he carried  
around on his conscience the guilt of participating 
in the deaths of two million Vietnamese people. It’s 

a heavy burden to carry. 
    Your sermon that day, on World Peace day, 
though beautiful on a personal level, was not 
clear about war.  It was not clear about our 
relationship to war.  It did not acknowledge that 
we as Americans are complicit in perpetrating 
war against the people of Afghanistan, Iraq, and 
now Pakistan.  
    Saoirse noticed that you said the words 
Afghanistan and Iraq, and she said, “Well at 
least he mentioned them.”  Bishop Clark, the 
children are listening and, like Saoirse, are 
looking up to you to be clear. 
    The children are counting on all of us to be 
clear.  They are too precious for us not to be.   
    What is the gospel teaching and what is the 
Church teaching about war and peace? Please 
can we hear this in our churches?  I would love 
to see a diocese wide dialogue about war, peace 
and about young people and conscription. 
    I hope this letter finds you in good health. 
Thank you for your time and consideration.  
 
In Christ’s Peace, 
Ellen Grady 
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House & Community Needs 
 
• With the opening of the house we will need to do some regular 

fund raising. We are looking for donations to the house either 
as a onetime gift or as a monthly / bi-annually / yearly 
donation.  

• Prayers 
• A runner rug, a tall standing lamp, a string mop 
• Wood stove implements, like a poker, etc. 
• Dining room table (with leaves) 
• Garbage can with lid (for outdoors) 
• Landline telephone, answering machine 
• Someone to install  plumbing for washer/dryer.  Thank you! 
•   

 

 
 
 

The Magnificat is published by The Catholic Worker Community of Ithaca, NY, PO Box 293, Ithaca, NY  14851. 
 

Magnificat – A Latin word which means “it magnifies.”  Taken from Luke 1:46 “And Mary said: ‘My 
soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior…’” 

 
 
 

 

Ithaca Catholic Worker 
PO Box 293 
Ithaca, NY  14851 
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